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You might have heard about  

Moringa ñ The miracle tree  

that people use as  food  and 

also rightfully call it a cab-

bage tree ... a nutritional su-

perfood that you may get 

from your local health shops 

é with seeds for cooking oil  

or even to purify dirty water é 

leaves for a range of ailments 

including diabetes and asso-

ciated disorders.é.. We have 

seen it used by many and 

grown from subsistence to 

industrial scale  farming; ex-

perimented on it from green-

house to chemical/biological 

laboratories. We are  now 

pleased  to provide compre-

hensive analysis for custom-

ers, scientists and everyone 

who needs accurate infor-

mation about these plants ñ 

yes, plants , because there 

are 13 of them under the 

same name!  A new book by 

Elsevier is being published & I 

am delighted to say that I am 

the sole author of it.  More to 

come in  2017. 
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 It was another successful 

year for us and our strong 

army of collaborators across 

the world. We published 

over 16  scientific papers in 

peer review journals and the 

emphasis, as always, has 

been on the search of novel 

pharmacologically active 

compounds from medicinal 

plants. We have  character-

ised numerous bioactive 

compounds with potential  

therapeutic implications in 

wound healing, inflamma-

tion, pain, diabetes and 

Alzheimerõs disease among 

others.  Our medicinal 

plants  of analysis were from 

Africa, India and Europe. 

The above is one  of the  

isolated from several 

sources. This compound 

and its synthetic deriva-

tives have shown a prom-

ise in the treatment of 

some  neurodegenerative 

disorders including the  

Alzheimer's disease.  We 

also outlined the potential 

of  berberine for treating 

inflammatory 

bowl disease 

through di-

verse mecha-

Beyond isolating bioactive 

compounds that nature has 

provided us in generous 

amounts, we have also been 

working on the semisymthe-

sis/synthesis of our active 

compounds.  We also  made 

critical scrutiny of scientific 

literatures in the field and 

published several review 

articles  that outline  ration-

al approaches to novel drug 

discoveries. One classical 

example is the alkaloid, 

berberine, that we have 

nisms.  There is still more to come 

in this area. By using medicinal 

chemistry tools, we also reviewed 

the therapeutic potential of citrus 

limonoids and many other com-

pounds ñ See our publications. 

Beverages;   

Evidence-Based Complemen-

tary and Alternative Medicine 

(eCAM);   

Current Pharmaceutical Bio-

technology;  

Mini Review in Medicinal 

Chemistry;  

Plos One ,and  

The Scientific Pages of Dia-

betology.    

In addition to the Moringa 

Book project which is due to 

be completed in 2017,  

Herbal Analysis Services  & 

Pharmacognosy Research 

Laboratories were addresses 

that appear in numerous 

journals both as authorship 

and editorial contributions. 

In 2016,  Dr Habtemariam 

served as  an editor and/or 

member of the editorial 

board of the following: 
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ǇƻǇǳƭŀǊ LƴŘƛŀƴ ƳŜŘƛŎƛƴŀƭ 

Ǉƭŀƴǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǇǊƻπ

ǾƛŘŜŘ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ŦƻǊ ƛǘǎ ǊŜπ

ǇǳǘŜŘ ǳǎŜ ŀǎ ŀƴǝŘƛŀōŜǝŎ 

ŀƎŜƴǘΦ 

²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭǎƻ ŘƻƴŜ ƳƻǊŜ 

ŜȄǘŜƴǎƛǾŜ ǎǘǳŘƛŜǎ ƻƴ /ŀǎπ

ǎƛŀ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘ ƻǳǊ 

Řŀǘŀ ǾŜǊȅ ǎƻƻƴΦ 

²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ŜŘƛǝƴƎ ǘǿƻ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ƛƴ нлмт ŀƴŘ 

ŀǊŜ ƴƻǿ ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŎƻƭƭŜŀƎǳŜǎ ǘƻ ǎǳōƳƛǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ  

ǘƻǇ-ǊŀǘŜ ŀǊǝŎƭŜǎ ŦƻǊ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŀǝƻƴΦ 5Ŝǘŀƛƭǎ ŀǊŜ 

ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭȅ ōȅ ŎƭƛŎƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƴƪǎ ōŜƭƻǿΥ 

http://www.herbalanalysis.co.uk/publications-new.html
http://www.herbalanalysis.co.uk/publications-new.html
http://www.mdpi.com/journal/beverages
http://www.hindawi.com/journals/ecam/
http://www.hindawi.com/journals/ecam/
http://benthamscience.com/journal/index.php?journalID=cpb
http://benthamscience.com/journal/index.php?journalID=cpb
http://benthamscience.com/journals/mini-reviews-in-medicinal-chemistry/editorial-board/#top
http://benthamscience.com/journals/mini-reviews-in-medicinal-chemistry/editorial-board/#top
http://journals.plos.org/plosone/s/journal-information
http://thescientificpages.org/page/general-medicine/scientific-pages-of-diabetology.php
http://thescientificpages.org/page/general-medicine/scientific-pages-of-diabetology.php
http://www.mdpi.com/journal/molecules/special_issues/plant_polyphenol
http://www.mdpi.com/journal/biomedicines/special_issues/plant_biomedicine


Recognition by the African Academy of Sciences 

during the general assembly in Botswana was an-

other memorable moment.   

 

M Y  J O U R N E Y  T O  S O U T H E R N  A F R I C A   

P a g e  3  H a p p y  N e w   Y e a r !  

My  trip to Southern  Africa in June 2016 was very  

memorable. It was a trip that put me very close to 

nature and admire all that Africa can offer from 

small to big; flora to fauna; predators to prey; 

ordinary to influentialé. 

!!{τCŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇ wŜŎƛǇƛŜƴǘ  

5Ǌ {ƻƭƻƳƻƴ IŀōǘŜƳŀǊƛŀƳ 

IΦ9Φ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ƻŦ .ƻǘǎǿŀƴŀ 

¢ƘŜ ƳƛƎƘǘȅ ½ŀƳōŜȊƛ wƛǾŜǊτ±ƛŎǘƻǊƛŀ Cŀƭƭǎ 

LƴŎǊŜŘƛōƭŜ ƭƛŦŜ ŘǊŀƳŀ ǿŀǎ ǳƴŦƻƭŘƛƴƎ ōȅ ƻƴŜ ƭƛǧƭŜ ōǳǘ 

ŜƴƻǊƳƻǳǎƭȅ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǿŀǘŜǊ ƘƻƭŜΦ 


